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13%
Chance that the WHO will
identify a new COVID-19 Variant
of Concern before 2024. 
(Metaculus forecast)

COVID-19

Key Figures

Key Takeaways

July 7, 2023

Respiratory disease rates remain low across the Commonwealth.
COVID-19 hospital admissions declined in the last week after rising the
first three weeks of June.

Much of the U.S. is expected to experience poor air quality periodically
as long as wildfires persist in Canada. The number of wildfires,
including uncontrolled wildfires, increased this week.

The Climate Prediction Center expects higher than average
temperatures for much of the U.S. this summer, including along the
east coast.

Heat indexes are expected to be above 90 degrees in most of Virginia
this weekend, approaching 100 degrees in some areas. The National
Weather Service recommends "extreme caution" with heat indexes in
this range.

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for 
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein.

COVID-19 hospital admissions
in Virginia for the week ending
July 01.

126

Heat-related
Illness

352 of 651
The number of uncontrolled
wildfires in Canada, out of the
total number of active fires.

Forecasts are italicized

64
Heat-Related Illness visits
to Virginia emergency and
urgent care facilities on
July 4.

Wildfires

https://www.weather.gov/akq/vastateimages
https://www.metaculus.com/questions/15656/new-sars-cov-2-variant-of-concern-before-2024/
https://www.weather.gov/ama/heatindex#:~:text=If%20you%20are%20exposed%20to,physical%20activity%20in%20the%20heat.
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus/see-the-numbers/covid-19-in-virginia/
https://www.ciffc.ca/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/syndromic-surveillance/hri-surveillance/
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Other News

The number of wildfires in Canada jumped from 495 in
last week's report to 651 this week, including 352
uncontrolled wildfires. Air quality is expected to be a
periodic concern in much of the country, as summer
weather patterns funnel smoke southward.

The Climate Prediction Center expects above average
temperatures for most of the U.S. through September,
including on the east coast. Forecasters cite El Nino,
decadal trends, and weather models as the basis for the
forecast.

Polish  authorities confirmed 24 cases of avian flu in
cats. Meanwhile, 5 dogs and a cat have reportedly tested
positive on a poultry farm in Italy. The farm was
experiencing an outbreak. No related human cases have
been reported, and the risk to humans remains low.

Avian flu detections are low in the United States. The last
U.S. detection of highly pathogenic avian flu (HPAI) in
domestic poultry occurred in May. Detections in wild birds
continue, including detections in Essex county Virginia in
early June, but at reduced levels. 




Probability of Vibrio vulnificus presence in the
Chesapeake Bay for July 8, 2023. Vibrosis, caused by

consuming raw or undercooked seafood, or by exposing
a wound to seawater, causes an estimated 80,000 illness

and 100 deaths each year. Image source: NCCOS.

Air Quality Forecast

Source: Virginia Department of Environmental Quality

https://www.ciffc.ca/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2023/06/29/canada-wildfire-smoke-new-normal/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/fxus05.html
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/communicable-disease-threats-report-week-27-2023.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/index.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/avianflu/spotlights/2022-2023/h5n1-technical-report_june.htm
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-2022/2022-hpai-commercial-backyard-flocks
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-2022/2022-hpai-wild-birds
https://www.cdc.gov/vibrio/index.html
https://products.coastalscience.noaa.gov/vibrioforecast/vulnificus/chesapeake/probability/main.aspx
https://www.weather.gov/akq/vastateimages
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/our-programs/air/monitoring-assessments/air-quality-forecast

